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The Analysis of the Pilot Grant Reviewing Based on the Four Funding Categories for
the General Program in the Clinical Oncology Division Funded
by National Natural Science Foundation of China in 2019
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Abstract In 2019, the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) initiated a trial for grant
reviewing based on the four major funding categories: ( I ) funding creative and timely ideas to achieve
excellence in science; (I[ ) focusing on the frontiers of science in unique ways to lead the cutting edges;
(I supporting application-driven basic research to enable breakthroughs; (IV) encouraging
transdisciplinary leading-edge research to promote convergence. In this article, we analyzed the pilot work
of Division Clinical Oncology of the department of Health Sciences which had the largest number of general
program applications in this category-specific trial, discussed the understanding of the four major funding
categories in line with scientific natures of research by different scientific groups and provided suggestions
to the problems in an effort to provide reference for the deep reform plan of the science fund.

Keywords National Natural Science Foundation; category-specific review; general program; division
clinical oncology
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