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Insights on the Original Exploration Project at NSFC: Based on the Practical
Analysis of Early-concept Grants for Exploratory Research at NSF

Wu Qionggiong” Hu Guangjing An Lizhen
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Abstract The continuous fusion of various disciplines and the pursuit of transformative techniques promote
the emergence of cutting-edge interdisciplinary research. These prospective, innovative or even disruptive
research needs to be funded through original exploration grants that differ significantly from conventional
ones. This article introduces the Early Concept for Exploratory Research (EAGER) funded by the National
Science Foundation (NSF) and lists some funded projects as examples to illustrate the purpose and scope of
funding of the EAGER project in the United States. By analyzing and comparing the differences in the
setting of basic original research projects between China and the United States, and combining our own

research and development characteristics, several ideas and suggestions on fund settings are proposed.

Keywords science foundation; early concept grant; transformative research; grant comparison;

performance evaluation

(R £45)

* Corresponding Author, Email: qqwu@sibcb. ac. cn



