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Abstract As interdisciplinary research becomes an important approach for scientific breakthroughs,
funding agencies in most countries have taken interdisciplinary research as one of their strategic priorities
and promoted interdisciplinary research by setting up special project institutions. This article analyzes the
internal organization and operational mechanism of the National Science Foundation of United States (NSF)
and the UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) in supporting interdisciplinary research. It further provides
several suggestions for the reform of the National Natural Science Foundation of China.
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