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Evaluation on the Implementation of the RCC Review Mechanism

Reform in the Department of Management Sciences

Wu Gang Huo Hong Ren Zhiguang Chen Zhongfei Liu Zuoyi”

Department of Management Sciences s National Natural Science Foundation of China . Beijing 100085

Abstract Since 2020, the Department of Management Sciences has gradually introduced the
“Responsibility, Credibility and Contribution” (RCC) reform into all types of funded projects through
preliminary research, plan formulation, organization and implementation, and full-process management. In
2021, the Department of Management Sciences introduced about 76 percent of the application projects into
the RCC pilot program, and carried out different levels of review mechanism reforms and exploration in all
disciplines. The role of the project director in the RCC pilot has been enhanced, adding the quality
evaluation process of the project director on the reviewers and review comments. During the meeting review
process, the Department of Management Sciences investigated the effect of RCC pilot and the improvement
measures from experts. The results of the full-process management of NSFC review show that the RCC
pilot has enabled experts to focus on reviewing thoroughly and improved the efficiency of review process.
Feedbacks from applicants and project directors show that the RCC pilot reform has significantly improved
the quality of review, including the scoring standard and the quality of comments. Furthermore, it pointed
out the problems of the RCC pilot reform that need to be addressed in future and provided some suggestions

for deepening reform.

Keywords peer review; “Responsibility, Credibility and Contribution” (RCC) mechanism; National

Natural Science Foundation of China; deepening reform
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