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Decade of Crop Science: Funding, Outcomes and Future Prospects of

National Natural Science Foundation of China
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Abstract Crop science plays important roles in ensuring food security and effective supply of agricultural
products, ecological security and sustainable development of modern agriculture in China. The
development of agriculture in China was significantly promoted by the continuous expansion of basic
research fields and the remarkable improvement of basic research level. This paper analyzed the application
and funding of crop science in National Natural Science Foundation of China during the past decade (the
12th Five-Year Plan period and 13th Five-Year Plan period), and summarized the research highlights and
major achievements during these two five-year periods. Furthermore, the main problems in crop science of

China and key scientific issues for future development were discussed.
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