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Status Quo and Prospects of Psychology in China

Hongliang Zhang'" Fang Fang’
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2. School of Psychology and Cognitive Sciences s Peking University ., Beijing 100871

Abstract Psychology is a discipline that embodies the nature of both natural science and social science.
This discipline serves national socioeconomic development, and human health and well-being by playing a
crucial role. Due to the complexity of study object, psychology research presents as multi-level and multi-
angle features, with increasing specialized branches. The recent years have witnessed growing intersections
between psychology and other disciplines, largely due to leveraging novel technologies and methodologies
of neuroscience, information science, medical science and engineering science. Based on the results from
the strategic investigation and research on the psychology discipline by the National Natural Science
Foundation of China (NSFC) from 2018 to 2019, we retrospectively analyzed the submitted proposals and
the funded grants, and found that the psychology discipline in China is confronted with a good opportunity
for further development as well as fierce international competitions. Suggestions for future development of
the discipline include but are not limited to: improvement of the top-level design, strengthening talent team
construction, encouraging psychological research with Chinese characteristics and full of cultural
confidence, meeting national needs and serving socioeconomic development, emphasizing the
transformation of scientific research paradigm and the development of new research techniques, and
promoting international collaboration and communication as well as multi-disciplinary convergence, which
will further lay a good foundation for the discipline, make it outstanding, and better reciprocate the

development of human society and science and technology.

Keywords psychology; convergence; National Natural Science Foundation of China; status quo; scientific

research paradigm
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