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Overview of Proposals Received by National Natural Science Foundation of
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Abstract This paper presents an overview of proposals received by National Natural Science Foundation of
China (NSFC) in 2023 during the intensive reception period. Analysis of these applications reveals the
following three prominent features: First, the number of applications during the intensive reception period
in 2023 exceeds 300,000 for the first time, while the increase rate of the number of applications slows down
compared with last year; Second. the increase rates of applications’ number for General Program. Young
Scientists Fund and Fund for Less Developed Regions have declined compared to the same period of the
previous year, while the number of applications for talent projects continues to increase greatly; Third, the
rejection rate and the number of inadmissble projects in the eligibility check have been further reduced due
to the continuous improvements of the information system auxiliary functions and further simplification of

the key points in the criteria of the compliance check by NSFC,
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