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Abstract

(NSFC). The quality of peer review has a great influence on proposals’ fate. Reviewers for proposals play an

Peer review is a mechanism for grant funding taken by National Natural Science Foundation of China

important role in peer review, and so fairly selecting good reviewers is the prerequisite for the quality of peer
review. It is a huge challenge for grant managers to assign reviewers for huge number of proposals received by
NSFC in a limited time. We found that the quality of peer review may be further improved after analyzing
reviewers expertise profiles in evaluating proposals from 2014 to 2021, and it is a still our main task to assign best
reviewers for proposals received by NSFC to enhance the quality of peer review.

Keywords proposals received by National Natural Science Foundation of China; assigning reviewers; peer review
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