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Analysis of National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars for

Promoting Discipline Layout Development of Basic Research
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Abstract The National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars supports young scholars who have
achieved outstanding successes in basic research to choose research directions and conduct innovative
research independently. The fund has cultivated and brought up a large number of academic leaders in
various fields, promoting the construction and development of different disciplines effectively. Based on a
data set of 3988 obtainers of the fund for outstanding youths funded by the National Natural Science
Foundation of China (NSFC) since 1994, this paper briefly introduces the funding of the National Science
Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars. By referring to the theme evolution of bibliometrics, the paper
concludes the characteristics and trends of evolutions of the subject application code. Besides this, the
paper analyzed the great role the National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars plays in
promoting the development of basic research in different disciplines. The results show that the National
Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars has exerted an important effect on promoting the prosperity
and development of our disciplines via attaching importance to superior disciplines, supporting weak

disciplines, encouraging interdisciplinary research and promoting coordinative evolution of disciplines.

Keywords National Science Fund for Distinguished Young Scholars; basic research; application code;

discipline distribution; discipline evolution
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