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Abstract  With the rapid growth of the number of proposals received by National Natural Science
Foundation of China (NSFC), the quality of peer review show a trend to decline. So it is very significant
for not only applicants but grant managers to improve the quality of peer review. We ask applicants to
evaluate the value of reviewers’ comments for their proposals from academic angle, while grant managers
also evaluate all of reviewers’ comments in a similar way, in order to outline the current general situation of
peer review in NSFC. Our results indicate that the quality of peer review is far from perfect although

generally good, and to improve the quality of peer review is still a major task for NSFC.
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